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	Meeting Date
	January 9, 2008
	Time
	10:00 – 11:30

	Location
	SSMC2 Room 18246 Conference Call 866-919-7299; passcode 6255248

	Meeting Title
	BPR Reimbursable Work Group 

	Facilitator
	Lois Coleman





Members and Invited Guests



(Y = present; N = not present)
	Member Name
	Organization
	
	E-mail

	Lois Coleman
	Finance Office
	Y
	

	Cynthia Rich
	Finance Office
	Y
	

	Mark StClair
	Finance Office
	Y
	

	Kathy Bruchey
	Finance Office
	Y
	

	Brenda Hernandez
	NMFS
	N
	

	Dawn DiFiore
	NMFS
	Y
	

	Herbert Callands
	NWS
	N
	

	Debbie Hoffman
	NWS
	Y
	

	Carmen Solis
	NOS
	Y
	

	Bruce Jackson
	AGO
	Y
	

	Paul Johnson
	OAR
	Y
	

	Sharon Schroeder
	OAR
	N
	

	Andrea Moore
	OAR
	Y
	

	Alicia Taylor
	NESDIS
	Y
	

	Gerald Thomas
	NMAO
	Y
	

	Malcolm Orr
	OGC
	Y
	

	Thomas Santymire
	Budget Office
	N
	

	Angela Chu
	Budget Office
	N
	

	Valda Ferrell-Evans
	CMFD
	Y
	

	Zoraida Vasquez
	BIS
	Y
	

	Amy Yu
	CAO
	
	

	FMC/Guest Name
	Organization
	
	E-mail

	Sheryl Reddix
	NMFS
	N
	

	Helen Brandling-Bennett
	NMFS
	Y
	

	Debra Lucas
	OAR
	Y
	

	Sue Synder
	OAR
	N
	

	Nikonda Surrett
	NESDIS
	Y
	

	Sue Bracey
	NWS
	N
	

	Brian Crawley
	NWS
	Y
	

	Rhonda Stewart
	NWS
	N
	

	Debbie Pickerign
	OCAO
	
	

	Harriet Gibson
	CMFD
	
	

	Lindy Layton
	Finance Office
	
	


Minutes:
Hugh Schratweiser from NOAA’s Office of General Counsel spoke on requirements for clearing reimbursable agreements through NOAA OGC.  Malcolm Orr from DoC Office of General Counsel also participated in the meeting.  Their remarks included:

1. Hugh supports OAR, NESDIS and NWS.  He is located in the office of NOAA’s Assistant General Counsel for Atmospheric and Space Services and Research.
2. Hugh’s Office reviews reimbursable agreements prior to review by DoC Office of General Counsel.  NOAA’s Office of General Counsel reviews agreements for NOAA programmatic authorities whereas the DoC Office of General Counsel reviews them for over-arching authorities such as the Economy Act and appropriations law.  (Note:  All of NOAA’s reimbursable agreements must be reviewed by DoC General Counsel, but not all of NOAA’s reimbursable agreements are reviewed by NOAA’s Office of General Counsel.  Agreements which are reviewed by NOAA’s Office of General Counsel must also be reviewed by DoC Office of General Counsel.)
3. Some of NOAA’s Line Offices enter their agreements directly into WebCims.   DoC Office of General Counsel has their own tracking system for reimbursable agreements, but also tracks by the Folder Number, which is entered into WebCims.  

4.  Doc Office of General Counsel has waived review to OAR for Economy Act agreements under $50,000 and to NMFS for Economy Act agreements under $100,000.   

5. Some NOAA programs have specific authority for reimbursable activities, but some are more obtuse.  The NOAA Office of General Counsel interprets authorities to determine if NOAA has the authority to undertake reimbursable activities.  They can provide support if an activity is legally defensible.  Usually OGC can find an authority which allows NOAA to engage in a reimbursable activity.   Their preference is to use a specific authority if possible to avoid the restrictions of the Economy Act, which is the default mechanism for federal agencies to conduct business with one another.
6. No program authorities for carry-over are comprehensive.  Both DoC and  NOAA Office of General Counsel need to review carry-over authority for reimbursable agreements on a case-by-case basis.  Generally, to carry over funds on a reimbursable project, the funds must be obligated and the program office must have either completed the terms of the agreement or plans to complete the terms of the agreement.  Carry-over on agreements with non-federal sponsors is not subject to appropriations law.
7. OMB Memorandum 07-03 (Nov. 11, 2006) provides guidance on elements which must be included in all reimbursable agreements.

8. The turn-around time on reviewing reimbursable agreements in NOAA’s Office of General Counsel can vary because:  (2) there are only 3 attorneys; (2) some agreements are more complex than others; (3) some agreements need more revisions than others; and (4) the attorneys have other responsibilities.  Turn-around times are shorter for agreements which are “formula” and those for which requests for further information is not necessary.  Review by NOAA OGC sometimes expedites subsequent review by DoC OGC, e.g., the NOAA OGC review may provide some explanation for scientific language, which can be difficult to understand.  
9. Some tips for expediting agreements through NOAA OGC:

· “Bug” them if you haven’t received a response.
· Respond to comments/questions quickly and carefully.
· Clearly state responsibilities in agreements.

· Clearly state what will be done.

	The next meeting will be:
	Wed., February 13, 2008 10:30- 12:00 
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