[image: image1.wmf]What is requested?  The FY 2008 budget request for the NOAA Commerce and Transportation Goal totals $164.6M, reflecting a net increase of $5.3M over the FY 2007 President’s Budget, which is a decrease of $17.6M from the FY 2006 enacted level.  The goal targets NOAA resources to support safe, efficient and environmentally sound marine transportation, funding progress on new survey technology and weather sensor integration into NOAA’s water level observation network.
What are the benefits? The U.S. economy relies upon an intermodal transportation network of ship, rail, highway, and air transport to move people, cargo and commerce to, from and across the nation. This movement is heavily dependent upon the services that NOAA provides – weather and ice forecasts, real-time and forecast water level conditions and obstruction surveys, nautical charts for safe navigation, hazardous spill response, Satellite Search and Rescue.  From 1990 to 2003, the value of U.S. international merchandise trade increased an average 6% annually, from $889 billion to about $2 trillion (in current dollars). The U.S. Marine Transportation System (MTS) carried 78% of this trade by weight and 41% by value in 2003, more than any other transportation mode. The nation also loses at least $4 billion annually due to economic inefficiencies resulting from weather-related air-traffic delays, and surface weather-related crashes cost an average of $42 billion annually in lives and property. NOAA delivers information to move America, helping maintain the efficient flow of transportation and commerce.
Why do we need it?  NOAA seeks to protect lives, economic investment and environmental integrity by providing critical tools for the Nation’s intermodal transportation network. Funding for navigation tools such as Electronic Navigational Charts and accurate tides and currents data supports the safe, efficient, and environmentally sound transport of goods in the MTS.  For example, knowing exact water depths can allow a ship to load valuable extra cargo - just one inch of additional draft can increase revenues up to $50,000 or more. Improving aviation ceiling/visibility forecasting will result in an estimated savings of $250M a year in reduced fuel costs to U.S. airlines. NOAA has clear mandates to support water, air and surface transportation with navigational information and accurate and timely weather forecasts.
	Commerce and Transportation FY 2008 Budget 

Request
($ in Millions)

	
	FY 06 Enacted
	FY07 Pres Budget
	Net Change
	FY08 Pres Budget

	ORF
	$182.2
	$159.3
	$5.3
	$164.6

	PAC
	$0.0
	$0.0
	$0.0
	$0.0

	OTHER
	$0.0
	$0.0
	$0.0
	$0.0

	TOTAL
	$182.2
	$159.3
	$5.3
	$164.6


What will we do?  The requested funds for Commerce and Transportation will allow NOAA to sustain and enhance critical services to the Nation.  The increase of $0.7M will enable NOAA to move research on Autonomous Underwater Vehicles (AUV) into hydrographic survey operations in FY2008.  This new technology will help NOAA maximize survey platform capacity and data collection for nautical charts and safe navigation.  NOAA’s research into AUVs has occurred on a small scale and in partnership with the Defense Department to assess their use in object detection for Homeland Security.  NOAA has also demonstrated that AUVs are well suited to rapid and flexible deployment in response to maritime incidents or special survey requirements.  The AUVs can deploy from NOAA survey vessels, and can operate in areas where surface vessels cannot, such as rough open water.  By a conservative estimate, AUVs will increase launch survey performance by 25%.   

The increase of $1.0M will upgrade 45 priority National Water Level Observation Network (NWLON) stations with meteorological sensors.  NWLON technology allows other sensors to be added cost-effectively, such as sensors for wind speed/direction/gusts, air temperature, and barometric pressure.  Mariners require a complete picture of their operating environment to make good decisions on safety and efficiency, and meteorological data is an important component.  Adding the sensors also supports the Integrated Ocean Observing System, helping to improve the forecast accuracy of storm surge, marine wind speed, and marine wave heights.  Mariners, emergency responders and other users may access the real-time data via the Internet and voice-based systems.
For more information, contact the NOAA Budget Office:  (202) 482-4600 – or – AskNOAABudget@noaa.gov  
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